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Local Government Review Board Meeting 

July 27, 2026 5:30 PM 
115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270  

Committee meetings are held in a hybrid format, allowing both in-person and Zoom participation. 
Councilmembers will attend in person unless remote attendance is necessary. Consistent with the Montana 
Constitution’s Right of Participation and Right to Know, the City is committed to open and accessible meetings. 
Public participation via Zoom or phone is available using the information below: 
 
Zoom Link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7130805898?pwd=tJpmtgBdGbsjBXS0EAU50ANb4u7h3l.1&omn=86859485864  
Call: 1-346-248-7799     Meeting ID: 713 080 5898     Passcode: 4332809 
 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 
Committee Members Present:  
 
City Officials/ Staff Present: 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

 a. July 2nd, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

5. Public Comment/ Visitors 
Your opportunity for the public to address the Council on items not included on the agenda, no action 
will be taken during this time. 

6. New Business 

 a. Education/Public Outreach:  Report and Ballot Item 

7. Unfinished Business 

 a. Adoption of Final Report 
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8. Comments and Questions from the Committee 

9. Adjournment 

  

Meeting Guidelines  
• We ask that all participants be respectful and courteous.  
• Please direct comments to the Council as a whole.  
• When speaking, please state your name for the record.  
• Be mindful of others by keeping comments concise and avoiding repetition.  
• The presiding officer may guide speaking time to help the meeting run smoothly.  
• Disruptive behavior may result in removal from the meeting. 
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Local Government Review Board 

Minutes 

July 02, 2026 at 5:30 PM 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Sergent called the Local Government Review Board meeting to order at 5:30pm. 

Committee Present: Sergent, Whiteman, Mayer 

Other's Present: Mayor Norby, Interim CAO Chamberlin, Jody Wells (Roundup) and Jamie 
Larson (via Zoom) 

2. New Business 

a. June 18th, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Motion made by  Mayer, Seconded by  Whiteman. 
Voting Yea:  Sergent,  Whiteman,  Mayer 

b. Adopt and Approve Final Report 

Mr. Whiteman stated he feels, given the testimony from the public hearing and what he 
has heard from the public since, that removing the ballot item to change the 
representation and wards is the best course.  Mr. Mayer agreed, stating it was important 
to have it in the tentative report to gauge the public feelings though. 

Motion was made to amend the Tentative Report to recommend that the only question 
submitted to the voters at the November 2026 election be whether the City of Sidney 
should adopt self-governing powers and to remove any recommendations for changes to 
the city's form of government or method of election of the City Council members, but to 
include its deliberation process.  

Motion made by  Whiteman, Seconded by  Mayer. 
Voting Yea:  Sergent,  Whiteman,  Mayer 

Mr. Whiteman further stated that with the given testimony and information provided he 
feels adding the recommendation to the City Council the report that should the self-
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governing powers pass, they should pursue investigating the election at large process that 
would allow all voters to vote for all ward positions. 

Motion was made to add this recommendation to the report. 

Motion made by  Whiteman, Seconded by  Mayer. 
Voting Yea:  Sergent,  Whiteman,  Mayer 

Interim CAO Chamberlin stated she will amend the report as directed, but the LGRB will 
have to meet one final time be adopt the changes in the report.  The LGRB agreed to meet 
on July 27th, 2026 at 5:30pm. 

3. Old Business 

4. Questions/ Comments from Public 

5. Questions/ Comments from Board 

6. Adjournment 
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1. Introduction 

The City of Sidney Local Government Review Board was established pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of 
the Montana Constitution and Title 7, Chapter 3 of the Montana Code Annotated, which requires 
periodic voter review of local government. This review process provides the community with an 
opportunity to evaluate the City's current form, structure, powers, and service responsibilities and to 
consider alternative forms or powers of government authorized under Montana law. 

Throughout the review process, the Board held public meetings, analyzed Montana statutes and 
constitutional provisions, examined governance structures used in other comparable Montana 
municipalities, and gathered feedback from residents, elected officials, staff, and community 
stakeholders. 

Following publication of the Tentative Final Report and the public hearing held on June 18, 2026, the 
Board reviewed testimony and comments received from the public. At its July 2, 2026 meeting, the 
Board amended its Tentative Final Report to reflect the public input received and adopted its 
recommendation that only the question of self-governing powers be submitted to the voters at the 
November 2026 General Election. This Final Report reflects the Board's final recommendations and 
serves as the official record of the Local Government Review process. 

This Final Report summarizes the Board's review, the public participation process, the findings reached 
during its deliberations, and the recommendations adopted following completion of the Local 
Government Review 
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2. Letter to the Citizens of Sidney 

To the Citizens of Sidney: 

The City of Sidney Local Government Review Board respectfully submits this Final Report to the 
residents of the City of Sidney. 

The purpose of the Local Government Review process is to periodically examine the form, structure, and 
powers of local government and determine whether changes should be considered by the voters. Over 
the course of this review, the Board examined Sidney's current Mayor-Council form of government, 
representation structure, and governing powers; reviewed self-governing powers authorized under 
Montana law; evaluated practices used by other Montana municipalities; and gathered feedback 
through public outreach and discussion. Following its review, the Board voted to recommend retaining 
Sidney's current Mayor-Council form of government without change. 

During its deliberations, the Board also evaluated potential changes to Sidney's council representation 
structure. Those concepts were included in the Tentative Final Report to encourage public discussion 
and gather community input. Following the public hearing on June 18, 2026, and after considering the 
testimony received from residents, elected officials, and community members, the Board determined 
there was not sufficient public support to recommend changing the City's existing ward representation 
structure. 

Accordingly, the Board voted to place one question before the voters: 

• Whether the City of Sidney should adopt self-governing powers. 

This report provides background information, analysis, and explanation regarding that proposal so 
voters may make an informed decision. 

The Board thanks the residents of Sidney for their participation, feedback, and engagement throughout 
this process. The comments received during the review were instrumental in shaping the Board's final 
recommendation and demonstrate the value of public participation in local government. 

Respectfully submitted, 

City of Sidney Local Government Review Board 

 

 

Janet Sergent, Chair   Wade Whiteman  Jordan Mayer 
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3. Summary of Local Government Review Board Activities 

The City of Sidney Local Government Review Board conducted its review over approximately eighteen 
months. During that time, the Board held public meetings, conducted community outreach, reviewed 
Montana constitutional and statutory provisions relating to local government, examined governance 
structures utilized by other Montana municipalities, and discussed community concerns regarding 
representation, governance, and local authority. 

Public participation and transparency were central components of the review process. All meetings were 
open to the public, public comment was accepted throughout the process, and meeting materials were 
made available in accordance with Montana's open meeting laws. Throughout the review, the Board: 

• Conducted regular public meetings and work sessions;  

• Reviewed Montana constitutional and statutory provisions relating to local government review;  

• Reviewed the forms and powers of government authorized under Montana law;  

• Examined examples from other Montana municipalities regarding ward representation, at-large 
representation, hybrid representation, and self-governing powers;  

• Conducted public outreach through community presentations, surveys, and educational 
materials;  

• Reviewed public comments and survey feedback; and  

• Discussed representation, governance, administrative flexibility, and local authority.  

Prior to the commencement of the formal review process, members of the Local Government Review 
Board attended Study Commissioner training provided by the Montana State University Local 
Government Center. During this training, Board members received an overview of the purpose and 
responsibilities of the Local Government Review process, the current powers, form, and structure of the 
City of Sidney, and the alternative forms of government and powers authorized under Montana law. 

In April 2026, members of the Board also participated in additional Local Government Review and 
governance-related training sessions focusing on: 

• General governing powers versus self-governing powers;  

• Charter governments;  

• Ward, at-large, and hybrid representation structures;  

• Statutory and constitutional limitations on local governments;  

• Ballot requirements and voter education responsibilities; and  

• Examples of governance structures utilized by other Montana municipalities.  

Following completion of its research and public outreach efforts, the Board published its Tentative Final 
Report and conducted the public hearing required by Montana law. 
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Public Hearing 

On June 18, 2026, the Board conducted the required public hearing on its Tentative Final Report. Prior 
to the hearing, the Board hosted an informal open house to provide residents an opportunity to ask 
questions and review the proposed recommendations. 

During the public hearing, residents, elected officials, and community members provided testimony 
regarding both recommendations contained in the Tentative Final Report. While several speakers 
expressed support for allowing Sidney voters to decide whether the City should adopt self-governing 
powers, the majority of testimony regarding the proposed representation change favored retaining 
Sidney's existing ward representation structure. 

Several speakers expressed concern that converting three council positions to at-large seats could 
gradually reduce equal geographic representation throughout the community. Others suggested that, 
should the voters approve self-governing powers, the City Council may wish to study an alternative 
election method that would allow all qualified electors to vote for every council position while 
continuing to require council members to reside within and represent their respective wards. The Board 
carefully considered all testimony received during the hearing, as well as written comments submitted 
during the review process. 

Final Deliberations 

Following the public hearing, the Board met on July 2, 2026, to review the testimony received and 
determine whether any changes should be made to the Tentative Final Report. 

After discussion, the Board unanimously concluded that the testimony demonstrated insufficient public 
support for recommending changes to Sidney's existing ward representation structure. The Board 
therefore voted to amend its Tentative Final Report by removing the proposed representation ballot 
question while retaining its recommendation that the voters consider adopting self-governing powers. 

The Board further voted to include a recommendation that, should the voters approve self-governing 
powers, the Sidney City Council consider studying an election method that would permit all qualified 
electors of the City to vote for all City Council positions while continuing to require council members to 
reside within and represent their respective wards. 

The Final Report reflects these amendments and represents the Board's final recommendations 
following completion of the Local Government Review process. 
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4. Findings of the Local Government Review Board 

Scope of Review 

As required by Montana law, the Local Government Review Board examined the City of Sidney's current 
form of government, representation structure, and governing powers. The Board reviewed the City's 
existing Mayor-Council form of government, its method of electing City Council members, and the 
authority provided under General Governing Powers. The Board also evaluated alternative forms of 
representation and the potential adoption of Self-Governing Powers as authorized by the Montana 
Constitution and Montana Code Annotated. 

The Board's review included statutory research, educational training, public outreach, comparisons with 
other Montana municipalities, and consideration of public comments received throughout the review 
process. 

Form of Government Findings 

The Local Government Review Board conducted a comprehensive review of the City of Sidney's existing 
Mayor-Council Form of Government, as well as the alternative forms of municipal government 
authorized under Montana law. This review included examination of the statutory responsibilities, 
organizational structures, advantages, and limitations associated with the Commission, Commission-
Executive, Mayor-Council, and City Manager forms of government. 

Throughout its review, the Board discussed how each form of government distributes legislative, 
executive, and administrative authority, as well as the degree of professional administration associated 
with each model. The Board also considered how these forms of government have been implemented in 
other Montana municipalities and whether any would better meet Sidney's current or future needs. 

The Board found that Sidney's existing Mayor-Council Form of Government continues to provide clear 
accountability through the direct election of both the Mayor and City Council while preserving local 
representation and legislative oversight. Board members concluded that the City's current governmental 
structure has served the community well and continues to provide an effective framework for municipal 
governance. 

During its deliberations, however, the Board devoted considerable discussion to the distinction between 
a municipality's form of government and its administrative organization. Members recognized that many 
Montana municipalities operating under a Mayor-Council Form of Government employ professional 
administrators, such as City Administrators or Chief Administrative Officers, to oversee the day-to-day 
administration of municipal operations while leaving policy decisions and legislative authority with the 
elected governing body. 

The Board discussed these administrative models as a means of improving organizational efficiency, 
strategic planning, coordination among City departments, continuity of operations, and implementation 
of policy established by the Mayor and City Council. Members generally agreed that professional 
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administration can strengthen municipal operations without requiring a change to the City's statutory 
form of government. 

The Board further observed that municipalities may improve administrative efficiency through 
organizational changes adopted by ordinance or policy without altering their form of government. This 
distinction became an important consideration during the review and reinforced the Board's conclusion 
that improvements in administration do not necessarily require changes to the City's governmental 
structure. 

Because the creation or modification of administrative positions is a policy decision that may be 
accomplished under Sidney's existing Mayor-Council Form of Government, the Board concluded that 
this issue falls within the authority of the City Council rather than the Local Government Review Board. 

After considering the alternatives authorized under Montana law, reviewing examples from other 
Montana communities, and discussing the relationship between governmental form and administrative 
organization, the Board unanimously concluded that there is no compelling reason to recommend 
changing Sidney's existing Mayor-Council Form of Government. 

Representation Findings 

The Board conducted an extensive review of Sidney's current council representation structure, including 
ward-based, at-large, and hybrid representation systems utilized by municipalities throughout Montana. 

Sidney currently consists of: 

• Three wards;  

• Six City Council members;  

• Two council members elected from each ward; and  

• Four-year staggered terms, with one council member from each ward elected every two years.  

Throughout the review process, Board members discussed the strengths and limitations of the existing 
representation system. 

Supporters of the current ward-based structure noted: 

• Strong neighborhood representation;  

• Direct accountability between council members and the residents they represent;  

• Balanced geographic representation throughout the City; and  

• A representation system that has served Sidney well for many years.  

The Board also reviewed representation systems utilized by other Montana municipalities, including at-
large and hybrid election methods. During those discussions, Board members considered whether 
modifications to Sidney's representation structure could increase citywide accountability while 
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maintaining local representation. As a result of those discussions, the Board included a proposed hybrid 
representation model in its Tentative Final Report for the purpose of encouraging public discussion and 
obtaining community feedback.  The proposed hybrid representation model included 3 wards, 6 Council 
members, with 3 representing the wards and 3 running at large. 

Following publication of the Tentative Final Report, the Board conducted a public hearing on June 18, 
2026. 

During the hearing, the Board received testimony from residents, elected officials, and community 
members. While opinions varied regarding Self-Governing Powers, the overwhelming majority of 
testimony concerning representation favored retaining Sidney's existing ward system. Speakers 
consistently expressed concern that converting some council positions to at-large seats could diminish 
equal geographic representation throughout the community. 

After reviewing the testimony and additional comments received following the public hearing, the Board 
concluded there was not sufficient public support to recommend changing Sidney's existing 
representation structure. Accordingly, the Board voted to remove the proposed representation ballot 
question from the Final Report and recommends retaining the City's current ward representation 
system. 

The Board recognizes that discussions regarding representation may continue in the future as the needs 
of the community evolve. However, based upon the information available during this review, the Board 
concluded that no change should be recommended at this time. 

Self-Governing Powers Findings 

The Board also conducted an extensive review of the differences between General Governing Powers 
and Self-Governing Powers under Montana law. 

Under General Governing Powers, municipalities may exercise only those powers specifically granted by 
the Montana Constitution or the Montana Legislature. 

Under Self-Governing Powers, municipalities may exercise any power not prohibited by the Montana 
Constitution, state law, or applicable federal law. Self-Governing Powers provide greater local flexibility 
while remaining subject to constitutional protections and legislative limitations. 

Throughout its review, the Board examined educational materials, statutory language, examples from 
Montana municipalities, public comments, and information presented during Local Government Review 
training sessions. 

Considerations Discussed in Support of Self-Governing Powers 

During its review, the Board identified several reasons communities choose to adopt Self-Governing 
Powers, including: 

• Increased flexibility in addressing local issues;  
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• Greater local control over administrative and operational decisions;  

• The ability to adopt ordinances addressing local concerns where not prohibited by state law;  

• Greater flexibility in organizing municipal government; and  

• The ability to tailor local regulations and programs to meet community needs.  

Supporters of Self-Governing Powers frequently described them as providing local governments with a 
broader set of tools to solve local problems while remaining subject to constitutional and statutory 
limitations. 

The Board also discussed examples of local authority that may be affected by Self-Governing Powers, 
including: 

• Local nuisance regulations;  

• Noise ordinances;  

• Administrative organization and procedures;  

• Ethics and disclosure policies;  

• Recreation and community programs; and  

• Local licensing or operational regulations where not preempted by state law.  

Considerations Discussed Regarding Self-Governing Powers 

The Board also discussed considerations frequently raised regarding adoption of Self-Governing Powers, 
including: 

• The importance of maintaining public understanding of local governmental authority;  

• Questions regarding the long-term implications of adopting a self-governing charter;  

• The possibility that future elected officials may exercise broader authority than currently 
available under General Governing Powers; and  

• The importance of continued public participation in future decisions should Self-Governing 
Powers be adopted.  

Board members also emphasized that Self-Governing Powers do not: 

• Permit the City to violate or override state or federal law;  

• Override constitutional rights or protections;  

• Provide unlimited governmental authority; or  

• Prevent future voters from revisiting the City's governing powers during subsequent Local 
Government Review cycles.  
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After considering the information presented throughout the review process, the Board concluded that 
the question of whether Sidney should adopt Self-Governing Powers involves significant questions 
regarding the City's future authority and flexibility and is therefore appropriate for direct consideration 
by the voters. 

Recommendation and Reasons 

The Local Government Review Board's recommendations are based on the findings presented in the 
preceding section, including its review of Montana law, comparison of alternative governmental 
structures, public outreach efforts, and testimony received throughout the Local Government Review 
process. Collectively, these findings led the Board to adopt the following recommendations. 

Recommendation 1: 

Recommendation 

Retain the City of Sidney's existing Mayor-Council form of government. 

Reason: 

Following its review of the City's current governmental structure and alternative forms of government 
authorized under Montana law, the Board concluded that Sidney's existing Mayor-Council Form of 
Government continues to effectively serve the community. 

The Board therefore recommends no change to the City's existing form of government. 

Recommendation 2: 

Recommendation: 

Retain the City's existing ward representation structure. 

Reason: 

The Board thoroughly evaluated Sidney's existing ward-based representation system together with 
alternative representation models authorized under Montana law. Although the Board initially included 
a proposed hybrid representation model within its Tentative Final Report for public consideration, 
testimony received during the public hearing demonstrated strong community support for preserving 
Sidney's existing ward structure. 

Following review of that testimony and subsequent deliberations, the Board determined there was not 
sufficient public support to recommend changing the City's current method of electing City Council 
members. 

Recommendation 3: 

Recommendation: 
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Submit one ballot question asking whether the City of Sidney should adopt Self-Governing Powers 
pursuant to Article XI, Section 6 of the Montana Constitution. 

Reason: 

The Board concluded that Self-Governing Powers present an important policy question regarding the 
City's future authority and flexibility. Because adoption of Self-Governing Powers affects the scope of 
municipal authority while leaving the City's existing Mayor-Council form of government unchanged, the 
Board believes the issue is appropriate for direct voter consideration. 

Recommendation 4: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation to the Sidney City Council 

Reason: 

Although the Board no longer recommends changing Sidney's current representation structure, the 
testimony received during the public hearing identified interest in an alternative election method that 
would preserve equal ward representation while allowing all qualified city electors to vote for every City 
Council position. 

Accordingly, should the voters approve Self-Governing Powers, the Board recommends that the Sidney 
City Council evaluate the feasibility and legal implications of an election system that would: 

• Continue utilizing three wards;  

• Continue requiring all council members to reside within the ward they represent;  

• Continue maintaining two council members from each ward; and  

• Permit all qualified electors of the City to vote for every City Council position.  

The Board makes this recommendation solely for future consideration by the City Council. It is not part 
of the proposed ballot question and would require additional public discussion and legal review before 
any future implementation. 
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5. Comparison of Existing and Proposed Plans of Government 

a. Comparison of Specific Characteristics 

Characteristic Existing Structure Proposed Structure 

Form of Government Mayor-Council No Change 

Government Powers General Governing Powers 
Self-Governing Powers (If 
approved by voters) 

Number of Wards Three No Change 

Number of Council 
Members 

Six No Change 

Ward Representation 
Two Council Members elected from each 
Ward 

No Change 

Terms of Office Four-year staggered terms No Change 

Election Cycle 
One Council Member elected from each 
ward every two years 

No Change 
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6. Minority Report  

Pursuant to Montana law, Jordan Mayer submits the following Minority Report. 

While I respect the work completed by the Board and support providing voters with the opportunity to 
decide important questions regarding their local government, I believe additional caution should be 
exercised regarding the adoption of Self-Governing Powers. 

Self-Governing Powers provide broader local authority and flexibility; however, they may also create 
uncertainty regarding the extent of local governmental authority and increase the potential for 
inconsistent regulation or legal disputes. Additionally, Self-Governing Powers may lead to increased 
regulation or governmental expansion, reduced consistency between local governments across the 
state, and broader authority being exercised by future elected officials than currently exists under 
General Governing Powers. 

Although the Board ultimately chose not to recommend changes to Sidney's current ward 
representation structure, I believe that decision appropriately reflects the testimony received from the 
public during the review process. The Board's willingness to modify its recommendations demonstrates 
the value of public participation in Local Government Review. 

I also believe voters should consider the relatively limited level of public participation throughout the 
review process when evaluating whether to adopt Self-Governing Powers. Public attendance at Local 
Government Review Board meetings totaled approximately twenty-five (25) individuals across five 
meetings, excluding Board members and City staff, and the public survey received approximately eighty-
one (81) responses. While those who participated provided valuable input, these participation levels 
represent only a small portion of the City's population. Given the long-term implications of adopting 
Self-Governing Powers, broader public engagement would provide greater confidence that such a 
change reflects the informed preferences of the community as a whole. 

For these reasons, I encourage voters to carefully consider both the potential benefits and the potential 
drawbacks associated with adopting Self-Governing Powers before casting their vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jordan Mayer 
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7. Supplementary Report 

The Local Government Review Board considered whether additional supplemental information should 
be included within this Final Report. Throughout the review process, educational materials, survey 
results, meeting minutes, public comments, and presentations were made available to the public and 
considered by the Board during its deliberations. 

The Board determined that this Final Report, together with the public record created throughout the 
Local Government Review process, adequately documents the information considered and the basis for 
the Board's recommendations. Supporting materials remain available through the City of Sidney in 
accordance with applicable public records laws. 

8. Certificate A - Existing Plan of Government 

The City of Sidney currently operates under a Mayor-Council form of government with general 
governing powers as authorized under Montana law. 

The current representation structure consists of: 

• Three wards 

• Six council members 

• Two council members elected from each ward 
• Four-year staggered terms 

9. Certificate B – Proposed Plan of Government - Self-Governing Powers 

If approved by the voters, the City of Sidney shall adopt Self-Governing Powers pursuant to Article XI, 
Section 6 of the Montana Constitution. 

Adoption of Self-Governing Powers does not change the City's existing Mayor-Council form of 
government or its ward representation structure. 

The City shall continue operating under its existing organizational structure unless modified through 
future lawful action. 

10. Certificate C – Proposed Plan of Government - Self-Governing Powers 

The Local Government Review Board recommends that the following question be submitted to the 
qualified electors of the City of Sidney at the November 2026 General Election: 

Whether the City of Sidney should adopt Self-Governing Powers pursuant to Article XI, Section 6 of 
the Montana Constitution. 
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11. Certificate D – Official Ballot Language 

Explanatory Statement 

The City of Sidney currently operates under a Mayor-Council Form of Government with General 
Governing Powers. Under General Governing Powers, the City may exercise only those powers 
specifically granted by the Montana Constitution or the Montana Legislature. 

If approved by the voters, the City would retain its existing Mayor-Council Form of Government, but 
would adopt Self-Governing Powers pursuant to Article XI, Section 6 of the Montana Constitution. Self-
Governing Powers provide municipalities with broader local authority by allowing the City to exercise 
any power not prohibited by the Montana Constitution, federal law, or state law. Adoption of Self-
Governing Powers does not change the City's elected officials, ward boundaries, council representation, 
or the Mayor-Council form of government. 

The following question shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Sidney: 

Official Ballot Question 

Shall the City of Sidney adopt Self-Governing Powers pursuant to Article XI, Section 6 of the Montana 
Constitution? 

____ FOR adopting Self-Governing Powers 

____ FOR keeping current General Powers 

12. Certificate E – Effective Date if Approved 

If approved by the voters, the City of Sidney shall adopt Self-Governing Powers effective January 1, 
2027, unless otherwise provided by law. 

The City shall continue operating under its existing Mayor-Council form of government and existing 
ward representation structure unless modified through subsequent lawful action. 

13. Appendix 

a. City of Sidney Local Government Review Survey 

The following materials were utilized or developed during the Local Government Review process and are 
available as part of the public record maintained by the City of Sidney and/or on the City of Sidney 
website www.cityofsidneymt.com : 

• City of Sidney Local Government Review Survey  

• Public outreach materials  

• Educational handouts  
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• Meeting agendas and approved minutes  

• Public hearing materials  

• Written public comments received during the review process  

• Presentations and informational materials reviewed by the Board  

 

Conclusion 

The Local Government Review Board was established to examine the City of Sidney's local government, 
engage the public in meaningful discussion, and provide recommendations to the voters as required by 
Montana law. 

Throughout this review, the Board examined Sidney's form of government, representation structure, 
and governing powers; participated in educational training; reviewed examples from other Montana 
communities; conducted public outreach; and carefully considered the comments and testimony 
received from residents, elected officials, and community stakeholders. 

The Board's final recommendations reflect both its independent review and the valuable input received 
during the public participation process. While the Board determined that Sidney's existing Mayor-
Council form of government and ward representation structure should remain unchanged, it concluded 
that the question of adopting Self-Governing Powers is appropriate for direct voter consideration. 

The Local Government Review Board appreciates the participation of everyone who contributed to this 
process and encourages all qualified electors to become informed about the proposed ballot question 
and to exercise their right to vote. 
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